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I  We  re  hoping  this  new  church  will  take 
the  lead  in  starting  new  churches  itself, 
to  meet  all  those  different  needs." 

The  Church  at  Riverbend  launched 
Easter  Sunday,  holding  services  at 
Lake  Cormorant  School.  The  pastor  is 
Brian  Tillman. 

Longview  Point  is  an  example  of 
how  God  blesses  missions  giving.  The 
church  has  made  efforts  to  increase 
their  missions  giving  every  year.  The 
church  is  giving  15%  to  the 
Cooperative  Program,  4.5%  to  their 
association,  and  one  percent  to  benev¬ 
olence.  There  are  budget  line  items 
that  support  mission  trips  from  the 
church  itself.  The  church  gives  about 
26%  total  to  missions  endeavors. 

"You  can't  outgive  God," 
Humphries  said,  "and  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  increase  that  amount  every 
year."  Out  of  a  membership  of  about 
500,  the  church  gave  over  $63,000  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
or  "We  believe  in  the  Cooperative 
,e  Program,"  said  Humphries,  '’and  we 
*5  want  to  do  all  we  can  to  support  min- 
istrv  and  missions.  People  are  excited 
|  S  about  giving.  It  is  a  God  thing." 

Humphries  is  quick  to  point  out 
—  that  God  has  met  all  of  the  church's 
needs.  Claiming  Ephesians  3:20, 
Humphries  stated,  "We  give  all  the  glory 
to  God.  We  try  to  live  that  verse,  and  it  s 
not  about  what  we've'  done." 
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2005,  we  were  entirely  self-supporting.' 

LifePoint  Church  is  in  the  process  of 
being  "weaned  off"  their  financial  support. 
"They  are  in  the  last  year  of  us  supporting 
them  financially  and  getting  close  to  their 
last  year  of  support  from  the  Convention,' 
Humphries  said.  "They  are  going  through 
the  same  process  we  did.  They  re  doing 

Sreat,  averaging  about  500  in  three  wor- 
hip  services." 

The  LifePoint  pastor  is  George  Ross  The 
church  meets  in  a  converted  skating  rink, 
with  some  Sunday  School  rooms  added. 

The  reproduction  pattern  continues. 
Lifepoint  Church  has  partnered  with 
Longview  Point  to  plant  yet  another 
church,  this  one  in  Tunica. 

"This  church  plant  will  be  LifePoint's 
first,"  said  Humphries  "Thev  are  giving 
both  finances  and  people  to  this  new  work. 
This  church  will  be  known  as  The  Church  at 
Riverbend.  It  is  a  wide-open  opportunity. 
The  erowth  in  that  area.RQes  far  bevond  the 
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.4  Wby  ts  tha  Cooparativa  Program  important  to  ma?  I  has*  navar  found  promoting  the  Cooperative 
Program  to  be  a  challenge.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always  delighted  in  sharing  whit  we  are  able  to  do 
m  Southern  Baptists  through  the  Cooperative  Program.  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  a  simple  out¬ 
line  that  explains  my  peeaion  for  the  Cooperative  Program. 
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THERE  IS  STRENGTH  THROUGH  COMBINING.  As  Southern  Baptists  we  will  accomplish  more 

working  together  than  we  wiles  individuals.  No  single  church  will  be  able  to  support  six  seminaries 
and  over  10,000  foreign  and  home  missionehes.  No  single  church  could  respond  to  the  enormity  of 
the  destruction  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrine.  \Mten  we  combine,  we 
-  ntw  the  strength  and  resources  to  do  more  than  wa  could  apart. 
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THERE  IS  A  SENSE  OF  COMMUNITY  One  thing  that  stands  out  in  the  New  Testament  ia 
a  aanse  of  community  among  the  mambers.  When  you  come  to  tha  dose  of  PeuTs  aperies, 
he  shares  a  list  of  indMduala  saluting  one  another.  Often  today  we  are  interested  in  bufldfcig 
our  own  kingdoms.  IMten  we  give  to  the  Cooperative  Program,  the  sapse  cf  community  is 
elevated.  From  Decatur  to  D'lbervie  the  Cooperative  Program  keeps  us  on  the  same  team. 
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As  is  the  case  in  aU  denominetiona,  we  have  had  our  share  of  problems,  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
Coooeratrve  Prooraro.  Southern  Bsotists  are  riaht  on  tsroet.  What  a  blessina  for  me  as  a  oastor  to  know 
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tnst  my  cnurcri  s  xixnas  a  no  orrerings  ara  supporting  xne  wono  s  greatest  missions  organization.  wnat 
Dressing  it  is  to  Know  mat  tnrougn  ma  cooperative  rTogrem  seminary  stuoants  ara  oemg  equipped 
to  serve  wrtnout  tne  iinanctai  ouroen  max  is  common  irvmgnar  eaucation.  wnat  a  Dressing  to  Know  mat 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  cksesier  relief  teems  stand  ready  and  willing  to  go  and  ministar  to  dis- 
aster  victims  throughout  tha  warid.  What  s  blessing  it  has  baen  for  ma  know  that  my  tithss  and  offar- 
inos  ara  used  to  brina  Mississiooi  and  tha  world  to  Christ  Tha  Coooerative  Proa  ram  ia  not  iust  tha 

e  w  wewSB  wr  an  w  r^p  r wr  raa  w  iw  www0w  iw  wr  Vf*  u  rw»*  r  rw  \Fwwprwr  e m  ▼  w  a  ■  w^pi  er  re  r  jaae*  m  re 

Greatest  system  of  denominational  stewardshio  aver  oroduced  it  is  s  blessino  It  ia  s  blessina  to  be 

^r^ere^ei  *e»  *  i  vr  eet  rer »  re  rewwi  an  e»ewe*ewrnp#  ever  frrvwweei  *»  re  e  wreeen  n  re  e  w»  **  eerr  r^p  w  ee 

suooortod  and  a  biaosino  to  bs  shared  What  a  blousing  I 
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AM  CENTURY  CLUB  GIVING 

^  AM  GIFTS  AH  I  ACTUAL  RECEIPTS  POSTED  BY  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD  FROM  OCTOBER  ?00‘.  SEPTEMBER  ?0<M> 


At  the  age  of  eight  years  old,  Rev.  Gordon  Shamburger  from  Grandview  Height*  Baptist  Mission 
in  Pearl,  which  was  supported  by  the  Cooperative  Program,  came  to  our  house  to  visit  my  family.  He 
invited  ua  to  church.  As  a  result,  my  family  began  attending  the  smeN  fellowship  which  met  in  a  quon- 
set  hut  with  aawdust  on  the  floor  and  wooden  folding  chairs.  It  was  there  that  I  made  my  public  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  et  the  age  of  10. 1  thank  my  Heavenly  Father  for  those  churches  willing  to  give  that  I 
could  come  to  know  my  Jesus,  When  I  get  to  heaven,  I  believe  God  the  Father  will  allow  me  to 
express  my  overwhelming  gratitude  to  those  believers  who  sacrificed  that  I  could  make  the  most 
important  decision  in  my  life.  _ 

When  I  graduated  from  high  achool,  I  received  a  basketball  schol¬ 
arship  from  Clarke  Junior  College.  Again,  Mississippi  Baptists  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  influenced  my  life  by  not  only  providing  me  with  a  quality  Christian  education, 
but  by  introducing  me  to  Yvonne  Briscoe,  who  has  now  been  my  wonderful  wife  for  35 
years.  There  were  professors  like  Pop  McGaugh,  Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Carter,  Coach  Spencer, 
Dr.  Melton,  and  Dr.  Compere  who  pieced  their  indelible  mark  of  Christ  on  my  life.  They 
were  able  to  do  this  because  of  the  support  of  the  Cooperative  Program. 
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Program,  with  the  Lord's  blessing. 


Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  to  a  lost  world;  provide  professional  med¬ 
ical  care  in  our  Baptist  hospitals;  and  plant  Southern  Baptist  churches  where  there  is  a  need 
to  reach  people  for  Christ. 
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The  Cooperative  Program  is  the  moot  effective  way,  I  believe,  to  make  an  impact  for 
Christ  in  our  world.  Together  we  can  do  more  than  we  will  ever  do  individually. 
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During  my  younger  years,  I  was  raised  in  independent  Baptist  churches.  In  these  churches, 
I  can  still  remember  the  work!  maps  posted  in  the  hallways.  Little  colorful  pins  and  photos  indi¬ 
cated  the  locations  and  identities  of  missionaries  supported  by  these  churches.  I  was  always 

struck  by  the  limited  number  of  pictures  and  pins  posted  on  these  maps.  On*  of  the  primary  rea¬ 
sons  I  became  a  Southern  Baptist  was  because  of  the  cooperation  among  churches  reaching 
the  world  for  Christ.  I  know  w*  can  do  more  together  than  w*  can  do  separately  because  I  have 
seen  it.  Let  us  all  continue  to  increase  our  cooperation  until  colorful  pins  and  photos  dot  every 
inch  of  the  world  maps  hanging  in  our  church  halls,  not  for  our  own  glory,  but  for  His. 


as  Texas  church  grows 

"The  Cooperative  Program  Church.  Members  are 
»  is  the  best  tool  we  know  of  to  involved  in  a  variety  of  min- 
.  reach  the  most  people  at  the  istries,  starting  by  meeting 

said,  local  needs  through  a  sizable, 


A  church  on  the 

lains  of  the  Texas  same  time,"  Fundei 
le  is  finding  out.  "It  is  by  far  in  my  c 

First  Church  in  Pampa  very  best  method  of  _ 

the  around  in  1973,  the  sions.  It  enables  our  missionar-  purchase  of  needed  furniture 
ion  rallied  to  rebuild,  ies  to  concentrate  their  efforts  as  well  as  the  more  usual  food 

»w  energy  for  reaching  on  their  work  without  having  and  clothing. 

MW  -  A  |ocaj  cnsis  pregnancy 

center,  women's  homeless 
shelter,  special  needs  resi¬ 
dents,  and  a  Baptist  camp  also 
draw  church  members' 
involvement. 

A  dozen  members  recently 
received  disaster  relief  train¬ 
ing  for  a  feeding  unit,  and 
they're  also  involved  in  estab¬ 
lishing  an  associational  feed- 


"It  benefits  the  missionaries 
as  well  as  their  ministries.  I'm 
glad  we  can  provide  for  them 
me  way  we  ao,  enabling  them 
to  give  their  attention  to  the 
people  they're  ministering  to." 


,;When  you  lose  every¬ 
thing,  it  just  humbles  you," 
Funaerburg  said.  "I  think 
God  used  that  opportunity  of 
my  being  tender,  needy,  to 
draw  me  to  Him.  A  passion 
for  God  came  out  or  that... 
and  what  naturally  flowed 
from  that  was  to  begin  to  pray 
and  just  trust  Him. 

First  Church  eagerly 
embraced  Funderburg's  com¬ 
mitment  to  prayer  when  they 
called  him  as  pastor,  coupling 
it  with  their  commitment  to 
reach  out  with  God's  love. 
That  included  the  Cooperative 
Program  channel  of  combin¬ 
ing  the  efforts  and  resources  of 
local  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  people  across  the 
nation  and  around  the  world. 


Church  Growth  Miotstms 


two  Sunday  morning  services.  "I  see  so  much  of  their  min- 
"This  generation  doesn't  istry  carried  out  almost  sponta- 
have  any  innate  conviction  that  neously  if  not  actually  sponta- 
the  Cooperative  Program  is  neously,"  die  pastor  continued 
fundamental  to  who  we  are,"  "What  I  see  in  my  people  is  that 
Booth  said,  "so  I  have  to  help  heart  that  causes  them  to  find 
them  understand  that  the  con-  ministry  opportunities  on  their 
nection.  What  I  have  found  is,  if  own...  They  really  see  them- 
you  put  your  people  on  the  selves  as  being  essential  commu- 
front  line  of  missions,  you  have  nicators  of  the  Gospel  through 
a  story  easier  to  tell  about  the  their  gifts  and  talents  and  God- 
cooperative  venture."  given  abilities.  They  want  to  be  a 

Missions  is  an  Acts  1:8  local-  part  of  making  a  difference  " 
to-global,  Kingdom-building  Since  the  pastor's  return 
venture  for  Amite  Church.  A  from  Thailand,  when  he  chal- 
preschool  through  second-  lenged  the  church  to  be  directly 

Sade  program  reaches  about  involved  locally  to  globally  in 
0  youngsters  and  their  fami-  missions,  members  have  minis- 
lies  five  days  a  week.  The  evan-  tered  in  Uganda  twice,  Mexico 
gelistic  Upward  Basketball  twice,  and  once  each  to  Idaho, 

mam  touches  another  330  Baltimore,  Mississippi,  and 
ayers  and  their  families.  Florida,  plus  numerous  mission 
AWXNA  and  youth  programs,  trips  throughout  Louisiana, 
in-home  small  groups,  a  bat-  At  least  20  former  members 
tered  women’s  shelter,  and  var-  of  Amite  Church  are  serving  on 
ious  other  entities  provide  a  church  staffs.  Several  others 
more  ways  of  reaching  the  are  involved  fulltime  in  mis- 
community.  sions  initiatives  of  the  SBC's 

So  do  the  church's  two  elab-  International  Mission  Board  or 
orate  drama  productions  each  North  American  Mission  Board, 
year,  which  together  result  in  With  direct  involvement, 
800  or  more  decisions.  Each  Booth  said,  "we  start  to  see 
person  receives  personalized  people  through  God's  eyes,  and 
spiritual  counsel  and  a  that  changes  us  —  changes  our 
Kingdom-building  connection  actions,  our  giving,  and  our 
with  the  church  ot  their  choice,  heart.  We  start  loving  people 
"One  thing  1  teach  my  peo-  with  God's  love,  and  I  will  live 
pie:  'Pray  every  day,'  I  tell  and  die  for  the  fact  that  you've 
them.  'Lord,  let  me  so  live  got  to  love  people  into  the 
today  that  when  I  go  to  bed  Kingdom.  The  Cooperative 
tonight,  somebody  else  will  be  Program  extends  that  love, 
better  off  because  1  was  alive.'  expands  that  love." 
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Deeper  Still  conference  a  sellout,  far  from  Bible  Belt 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (BP)  —  Although  the  West  Coast 
is  not  part  of  the  Bible  Belt,  an  observer  wouldn't  have 
known  it  by  seeing  the  9,000  women  at  Deeper  Still,  a 
conference  event  led  by  popular  Bible  teachers  Beth 
Moore,  Kay  Arthur,  and  Priscilla  Shirer 

Women  converged  on  downtown  San  Francisco  to 
experience  10  hours  of  music,  worship,  and  study  led  by 
the  three  well-known  speakers  and  authors:  Moore, 
founder  of  Living  Proof  Ministries  in  Houston;  Arthur, 
founder  of  Precept  Ministries  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  and 
Shiivr,  founder  of  Going  Beyond  Ministries  in  Dallas. 

"We're  not  here  to  entertain  you,"  Arthur  said  during 
a  welcome  time  during  the  March  9-10  sessions  spon¬ 
sored  by  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Soutnem 
Baptist  Convention.  "We  are  here  to  join  with  you  and 
go  deeper  still  into  the  presence  of  God." 

Deeper  Still  was  the  first  time  the  three  women  had 
shared  a  teaching  platform.  Each  spoke  of  her  tremen¬ 
dous  respect  for  the  others'  ministry'  and  the  jov  of 
being  able  to  come  together  for  the  event.  Playing  to 
the  crowd,  the  women  laughed  and  made  jokes  about 
puffv  lips,  big  hair,  and  hign  heels. 

When  it  came  time  to  delve  into  the  Word,  everyone 
got  serious.  Each  speaker  taught  from  a  passage  relat¬ 
ing  to  King  David. 

Shirer  began  the  teaching  time  by  asking,  "What 
was  it  about  David  that  caused  him  to  be  a  man  seek¬ 
ing  God's  own  heart?  "He  recognized  God  as  his 
source.  He  realized  everything  he  nad  and  everything 
he  was  came  from  God  ...  |W|hen  we  give  up  control 
of  our  own  lives  and  realize  that  God  is  in  control,  then 
when  things  start  spinning  out  of  control  —  and  they 
will  —  we  can  look  up  at  God  and  thank  Him  because 
He  is  going  to  have  to  take  that  responsibility." 

Shirer  cautioned  the  women  that  when  asking  God 
to  become  a  presence  and  a  passion  in  their  lives,  they 
must  be  reaoy  to  take  in  all  that  He  is. 

"David  wanted  the  entirety  of  God  —  not  only  the 
sweet  vanilla  parts,  but  also  His  power  and  wrath.  We 
have  to  be  willing  to  take  all  of  God  when  we  invite 
Him  to  be  close,"  she  said. 

When  God  is  close,  there  will  be  attacks,  Shirer  said. 

"Sisters,  let  me  tell  you  this:  As  long  as  you  aren't  a 
threat,  the  enemy  will  leave  you  alone,"  sne  said.  "As  long 
as  you  just  go  to  church,  he  will  ignore  you.  But  when  you 
start  spending  time  with  God  every  day,  the  enemy  can't 
stand  that  The  enemy  knows  he  can't  destroy  you,  but  he 
will  spend  die  rest  of  your  life  trying  to  distract  you." 

Shirer  reminded  the  women  that  all  religions  are  not 

XI,  noting,  "What  separates  us  from  every  other 
ion  on  tne  face  of  the  earth  is  we  can  talk  to  our 
God  and  He  will  speak  back  to  us." 

Shirer  gave  five  ways  to  discern  God's  voice:  Look 
for  the  message  of  tne  Spirit;  live  in  the  mode  of 
prayer;  search  out  the  model  of  Scripture,  always 
remembering  God's  voice  will  never  contradict 
Scripture;  seek  out  a  mentor  and  submit  to  the  men¬ 
tor's  ministry,  just  as  Samuel  did  to  Eli;  and  expect  the 
mercy  of  confirmation. 

Moore  began  her  teaching  segment  in  2  Samuel  7, 
’saying  God  is  a  God  of  timing.  "When  King  David  was 
settled  into  his  palace  and  God  had  given  him  rest  from 
his  enemies,  he  was  talking  to  the  prophet  Nathan," 
Moore  said.  "Then  David  decided  it  was  wrong  that  he 
should  be  living  in  apalace  while  the  ark  of  Goa  sat  in  a 
tent.  So  Nathan  told  David  to  do  whatever  his  heart  told 
him.  But  later,  Nathan  got  a  word  from  God  about  it." 

Moore  said,  "God  didn't  ask  David  to  build  God  a 
house.  It  was  not  time  for  that  to  happen.  God  had 
plans  for  one  of  David's  descendants  to  build  a  house 
after  David  died.  It  wasn't  David's  time.” 

She  continued  by  reminding  the  women  that  David, 
now  king,  was  an  unlikely  choice.  He  had  been  a  shep¬ 
herd,  not  one  of  noble  birth. 

Transitioning  to  talking  about  the  power  of  God  mani¬ 
festing  itself  in  a  believer  s  life,  she  said,  "God  gets  glory 
when  no  one  else  can  explain  what  has  happened  to  you. 
Are  you  where  you  want  to  be?  No,  of  course  not.  Neither 
am  f  but  praise  God,  are  we  where  we  used  to  be?  No!" 

Only  through  the  power  of  God  can  Christians  live 
the  abundant  life,  Moore  said. 

"The  victorious,  delivered  life  is  just  as  contagious 
as  a  defeated  one,"  she  said.  "I  want  to  live  totally  sold 
out  to  God  and  I  want  to  take  people  with  me.  f  want 
to  take  my  family  with  me." 

Arthur  continued  using  passages  relating  to  David 
and  his  relationship  with  God,  this  time  focusing  on 


Bible  teachers  and  authors  (from  left)  Beth  Moore,  Priscilla  Shirer,  and  Kay  Arthur  headlined  Deeper  Still,  a  two-day 
Bible  study  conference  in  San  Francisco  attended  by  more  than  9,000  women.  (BP  photo) 


the  time  after  his  sin  with  Bathsheba.  "David  was  in 
the  pit  of  despair  when  he  was  convicted  of  his  sin," 
Arthur  said.  "Some  of  you  are  probably  in  the  pit  now. 
I've  been  in  that  same  pit,  one  of  my  own  making." 

Quoting  2  Corinthians  12:9,  Arthur  said,  "His 
power  is  perfected  in  my  weakness." 

She  said  David  understood  that  God  is  a  God  of 
grace.  "Even  after  his  sin,  David  moved  forward 
because  he  really  understood  that.  Ciod  told  David  that 
he  would  live  under  His  chastening  hand  for  the  rest 
of  his  life,"  Arthur  said. 

She  listed  four  consequences  of  David's  sin:  The 
sword  would  never  depart  from  his  house;  evil  would 
rise  up  against  him  in  his  own  household;  his  wives 
woula  be  given  to  others  in  his  household;  and  the 
baby  he  and  Bathsheba  had  would  die. 

Despite  all  this,  Arthur  said,  "God’s  grace  was 
sufficient." 

Arthur  shared  with  the  women  the  most  important 
thing  she  has  learned  in  her  years  of  ministry:  AGod  is 
sovereign.  There  is  no  greater  authority  than  His.  His 
sovereignty  reigns  over  all.  If  you  think  you've  gone 
too  far  away  from  God,  remember  this,  ladies.  If  God 
has  not  taken  you  out.  He  still  has  a  purpose  for  you." 

Speaking  for  herself,  Moore  and  Snirer,  Arthur  said, 
"It  is  our  heart's  desire  that  you  would  be  so  confident 


in  God  so  that  you  could  say,  ‘If  I  live,  praise  the  Lord; 
if  I  die,  praise  tne  Lord.'" 

Faith  Whatley,  director  of  women's  ministries  at 
LifeWay,  said  the  Deeper  Still  conference  was  the  most 
cross-generational  and  multiethnic  of  any  of  the 
women's  events  sponsored  by  LifeWay. 

"You  have  these  three  wonderful  godly  women 
who  draw  different  groups.  Women  of  all  ages  from 
high  school  to  senior  adults  are  here.  Wes ve  seen 
black,  white,  Asian  and  Hispanic  women.  It's  won¬ 
derful,"  Whatley  said. 

Whatley  hadn't  been  sure  what  to  expect  with  the 
event  in  San  Francisco. 

"What  we  have  learned  is  that  there  are  thousands  of 
godly  women  in  this  area  of  the  country  who  are  hun¬ 
gry  for  solid  biblical  teaching,"  she  said.  "I'm  honored 
that  LifeWav  was  able  to  meet  their  heartfelt  need." 

A  secona  Deeper  Still  event  is  scheduled  for  Sept.  7- 
8  in  Nashville,  Dut  already  has  sold  out  Nashville's 
largest  arena  —  the  17,500-seat  Nashville  Arena. 

Paige  Greene,  director  of  LifeWay's  women's 
events,  said  women  who  were  unable  to  get  tickets  for 
the  September  Deeper  Still  event  should  continue 
checking  the  LifeWay  website, 

www.lifeway.com/women,  for  information  about  a 
satellite  location  being  set  up  in  Nashville. 


Deeper  Still  conference  touches  one  attendee 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (BP)  —  Garth  and 
Pam  Claybom  were  bom  and  raised  in 
Arkansas  but  now,  in  California,  are 
adjusting  to  a  different  culture  and  a 
deeper  dependence  on  God. 

Pam,  a  nurse,  and  Garth,  a  student  at 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  moved  last  fall  to 
Mill  Valiev  across  the  bay  from  San 
Francisco  for  Garth's  studies. 

Pam  and  six  other  women  from 
Strawberry  Community  Church,  a 
Southern  Baptist  congregation  in 
Tiburon,  CaliL,  were  among  the  9,000 
women  who  attended  Deeper  Still,  a 
conference  featuring  Bible  teachers 
Beth  Moore,  Kay  Artnur,  and  Priscilla 
Shirer  sponsored  by  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

*'I  really  liked  what  Beth  said,  (that]  Claybom 

until  you  nave  struggles  and  times  of  cri- - 

sis,  you  can't  really  know  how  redemptive  God  is, 

Pam  reflected.  "I  have  to  say  I  have  really 


with  the  move  from  Arkansas  where 
people  choose  a  church  based  on  pro- 

Kams,  people,  and  worship  styles.  Out 
■re.  Garth  and  I  just  looked  to  find  a 
church  that  taught  biblical  truths.  You  get 
more  basic  in  Marin  County  where  98 
percent  of  the  people  are  unchurched." 

What  she  heard  at  Deeper  Still 
touched  her  heart,  Pam  said.  '  i  needed 


mas¬ 
ter's  degrees  simultaneously,  one  in  the¬ 
ology  from  Golden  Gate  and  another  in 
global  studies  through  Union 
University  in  Jackson,  Tenn.  He  also 
holds  down  a  part-time  job  at  the 
LifeWay  Christian  Store  on  campus. 

Pam  said  she  and  Garth  are  more 
dependent  on  God  than  ever  before, 
especially  with  no  family  around. 

You  really  do  grow  closer  as  a  couple  and  as  a 


eally 

struggled  Christian,"  Pam  said. 


Disney.  OKs  homosexual  weddings 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Walt  Disney  Parks  &  Resorts 
announced  April  6  it  now  will  allow  homosexual  couples  to 
exchange  vows  in  its  public  wedding  spots  that  previously 
were  reserved  for  people  with  valid  marriage  licenses. 

"Bottom  line,  our  business  is  all  about  hospitality/'  Donn 
Walker,  a  spokesman  for  Disney,  told  the  Orlando  Sentinel. 
"Our  commitment  at  Disney  is  to  welcome  all  guests  in  an 
inclusive  environment  and  to  make  them  feel  respected.  We 
think  this  is  consistent  with  that  long-standing  policy." 

Disney  hosts  about  1,500  weddings  each  year,  mostly 
through  its  Fairy  Tale  Wedding  packages  that  include  a  cere¬ 
mony  at  one  of  the  parks'  marriage  pavilions,  Disney  cos¬ 
tumed  characters  at  the  reception  and  a  ride  in  a  horse- 
drawn,  glass-enclosed  carriage  through  the  Disney  property. 
Such  packages  can  cost  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars.  The 
Washington  Post  reported. 

"I  think ’'for  years,  Disney  has  reflected  the  values  of 
America,"  Tony  Perkins,  president  of  the  Family  Research 
Council,  said.  "'Now,  1  think,  it  could  be  argued  they  are  trying 
to  shape  those  values  in  a  very  radical  way." 

Walker  told  the  Sentinel  that  Disney's  policy  change  was  not  the 
result  of  a  campaign  by  homosexual  activists  but  was  spurred  by 
one  homosexual  couple's  request  to  purchase  a  wedding  package. 

"At  the  end  of  the  day,  they're  in  business  to  make  money," 
Steve  Smith,  communications  pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Orlando,  told  the  Sentinel.  "This  is  an  untapped  market  for 
them,  obviously.  I'm  not  entirely  surprised  that  Disney  would 
make  a  fiduciary  decision  over  a  moral  one." 

With  the  $28,000  average  cost  of  a  Disney  wedding,  just  one 
homosexual  cerefnony  a  week  would  earn  Disney  another  $1.5 
million  a  year.  Bob  Witeck  of  a  Washington-based  public  rela¬ 
tions  firm  catering  to  homosexuals  told  the  Sentinel. 

"It's  a  savvy  business  decision,"  Witeck  said. 


WILLIAMSVILLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  seeking  a  full  time  pastor. 
Membership:  550.  Sunday  school 
175-200+.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Pastor  search  committee,  1516  Hwy 
35  south,  Kosciusko,  MS  39000  or 


email  dannyanneajuno.com  or  call 
(662)  289-2901  or  (662)  289-4294. 
Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

needed.  Send  resume  to  Fox  worth 
First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  45, 
Foxworth,  MS  39483. 


Purpose  Driven  Tours 


SATTHERFEST  AND  THE 

Thursday,  May  24  -  Tuesday,  May  29 

To  sign  up,  call  601-371-8733,  or  logon  to 
unow.purposedriventours.org! 


FUTURE  TOURS:  6/24  -  7/E  Is  God  Wt  Ha  iwr  -  Wdiwwi.  DJC. 
7/11  -  7/21:  far  -  MM  •  WIO  -  MIMVa  to  fafe-Dwv 

IQ/I  -  IQ/IQ  New  Enfbnd  n  te  Fal  •  I  I/S  - 1 1/9:  Bnraon  Fd  tor  -  Brasm 
12/10  -  12/14;  Surprise  OiristRUJ  Tour  •  12/31  -  I/S:  Ski  die  Rockies? 


www.  PurposeDrivenT  ours.org 


First  Church,  Tupelo,  has 
called  Randy  Von  Kanel  as 
senior  pastor.  Von  Kanel,  who 
previously  served  in  this 
same  position,  recently  ful¬ 
filled  a  call  to  missions  in 
Barbados  and  Decatur,  Ala., 
for  a  15-month  period. 


■■T1  The  latest  m  Juds<m's  but  t-u-l ling 

***  ! 

1  n^»tkof  the  (hurth"  senes! 

Derma  W.  Bickers 
Veteran  b« vocational  minister  and 
author  Dennis  Bickers  establishes 
the  work  of  bivoufoorad  ministry 
in  this  practical  and  insightful 
book  for  leaders  and  churches.  He 
celebrates  its  benefits  and  rewards,  even  as  he  acknowi 
edges  its  challenges.  978-041170-1510-7  $12.00 

SPECIAL  OFFER:  Save  $5.00  when  you  purchase  The  Work 
of  the  Bwocattorul  Mote, ter  and  All  Churches  Gnat  and 
Small:  60  Ideas  fur  Imprcjtmtg  Year  Church's  Mmutry  by 
Kirk  and  Rostc  Farnsworth.  Mention  code  BIVO  when 
calling  or  enter  the  code  in  the  discixim/primio  box  when  tadering  online. 

JUDSON  PRESS  wwwJudsonpress.com 


ARKANSAS  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 

Homes  has  houseparent  positions  avail¬ 
able:  ’Arkansas  Baptist  Home  for 
Children,  ’Arkansas  Baptist  Boys  Ranch, 
’FVagould  Emergency  Shelter.  Contact: 
Charles  Flynn:  501-376-4791  x  5167, 
cflynnaabchomes.org.  Abchomes  is  an 
agency  of  the  AR  Baptist  State  Convention 
and  is  compliant  with  Section  504  of  the 


FT  WALTON  BCH,  FLORIDA  beautiful 
gulf  front  2  bedroom  condnminum  on 
Okaloosa  Island.  Lots  of  amenities,  low 
rates.  Contact  Lucy  (770)  831-3651, 
email  SGLucyawmconnect.com. 

FBC,  RED  BAY,  ALABAMA  IS  SEEKING 
a  part-time  minister  of  youth.  Please 
send  resume  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  youth  minister  search  comm.,  P.O. 
Box  616,  Red  Bay,  AL  35582.  Deadline 

for  resume  is  April  30,  2007. _ 

FULL-  TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR  NEEDED 
at  East  Side  Baptist  Church  in  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas.  You  may  visit  our  well  site  at 
www.eastsidebc.org.  Send  resumes  to 
2710  Massard  Road,  Fort  Smith. 
Arkansas  72903  or  email  to  lindaaeast- 
sidebc.org.  attn:  personnel  committee 
LAWRENCEVILLE  FIRST  BAPTIST 
Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  a 
lull-time  Senior  Pastor  We  are  locat¬ 
ed  in  Gwinnett  County,  Georgia. 
Please  mail  a  resume,  as  well  as  a 

DVD,  VCR  or  other  media,  to  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  228, 

Lawrences  ille,  GA  30046-0028. _ 

REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 
Medicare  supplements,  major  medical.  & 
small  group  health  insurance  plans  avail¬ 
able  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call 
Carra  Turner  (662)  231-4487  for  rates  or 
visit  www.tumerinsuranceonline.com. 
TENNESSEE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOMES  Boy's  Ranch,  Millington,  Tenn., 
is  looking  for  a  committed  Christian  cou¬ 
ple  to  work  with  adolescent  boys.  Great 
team  environment  combined  with  excel¬ 
lent  benefits  of  medical,  bousing,  food, 
utilities,  transportation,  and  etc.  For  more 
information,  contact  Ray  Moss  (901) 
872-0839  or  rmossOtbch4kids.org. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas, 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 
Texas,  (800)  728-8291. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  and  beach 

front  vacation  condos.  Spring  specials, 
Gulf  Shores  &  Orange  Beach,  Alabama, 
www.guKshorescondos.com.  Two  nights 
efficiency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256. 
Four  nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beach¬ 
side  $605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps 
6  beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bed¬ 
room  sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices 
include  everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368 
or  (205)  554-1524.  (expires  5/25/07)  _ 

RIVERSIDE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 
Watson,  LA  seeking  full-time  Minister  of 
Education.  Please  submit  resume  to 

rbcsbcObellsouth.net.  _ 

SKMMD  GLASSWORKS,  SHC,  JHMNG 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  CaH  (BOO)  605-2970. 
HOPPES  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
YOUTH  MINISTER  NEEDED  to  start  a  new 
Youth  Ministry  for  our  Church.  This  will  be 
a  full-time  position  with  full  salary  and  ben¬ 
efits.  Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
RO  Box  190,  Brookshire,  TX  77423  Attn: 
youth  search  committee  or  email  resume  to 

david4tdavidnewbcrry.net.  _ _ 

CHILDREN'S  MINISTER  NEEDED  to 
start  a  new  C  hildren's  Ministry  for  our 
Church.  This  will  be  a  full-time  position 
with  full  salary  and  benefits.  Send 
resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box 
t90,  Brookshire.  TX  77423  Attn:  chil¬ 
dren's  search  committee  or  email 
resume  to  davidadavidnewberry.net. 
MINISTER  OF  MISSIONS.  FULL-TIME. 
Cross-cultural  experience  recommended. 
Equip  members  for  mission  service  local¬ 
ly  and  globally.  Dunwoody  Baptist 
Church,  1445  Mt.  Vernon  Road,  Atlanta, 


NEW  PROSPECT  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Anderson,  SC  (500  worship  att.)  is  receiv¬ 
ing  resumes  for  a  full-time  minister  to 
children  and  a  full-time  minister  to  stu¬ 
dents.  Please  mail  to  2503  Whitehall  Rd 
Anderson,  SC  29625  or  email  to 

tonys2004abellsouth.net. _ _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  snore  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743. 


INSURANCE  CONSULTANTS  GROUP 

—  www.webicg.com,  specializing  in 
Health  Savings  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSEY- 
Endorsed  Local  Provider  for  health  insur¬ 
ance.  Call  for  your  free  quote  today, 1- 
888-828-0905  or  (601 )  824-0905 
BON  AIR  BAPTIST  IN  RICHMOND  VA, 
seeks  a  children's  minister.  This  person  will 
direct  a  Christian  education  program  for 
preschoolers,  children,  their  parents  and 
leaders.  Candidates  will  have  a  passion  for 
sharing  God's  love  with  children  and  fami¬ 
lies.  Send  resumes  to  searchteamObonair- 
tiaptist.org  and  visit  www.bonairfiaptist.org 

fora  job  description. _ 

HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
Insurance  Too  Expensive/  Call  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  today  ...  We  Can  Help!  Toll- 

frae  (877)  232-0686. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 

992^092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 

QUIET  GATLINBURG  CABIN 
RETREAT:  2  bdrrn  —  sleeps  6  Mt  View 
from  deck  Full  kitchen,  level  entry, 
S95/nite.  For  Information.  (251)  666- 
2175,  tc)  (251)  o89-9982,  email: 
pdivs  *Pworldnet.att.net. 

HARRISBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
lupelo,  Miss  ,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Director  of  Harrisburg  Day  School,  a 
licensed  weekday  education  program  for 
ages  eight  weeks  through  kindergarten. 
Resumes  may  be  sent  to  Carol  Williams, 
4675  Cliff  Gookin  Blvd.,  Tupelo,  MS  38801 
or  email:  cwilliamsahamsburgonline.org 
MIL  GAITHER  3-DAY  FESTIVAL, 
Catlinburg  tour.  Five  nights,  6  days,  3 
evening  concerts,  2  morning  services.  Total 
package:  bus,  lodging  tickets  &  most  meals 
$780  (double  occ);  Branson.  In  God  We 
Trust  Tour,  Washington  D.C.,  |une  24-luly  2. 
Purpose  Driven  Tours,  Wayne  Barber  (601 ) 
371-8733.  www.purposedriventours.org. 
Many  other  tours  available.  In  God  We 
Trust  tour  Washington  D.C.,  www.pur- 

posedriventours.org _ _ 

AL/FL:  2  BEACHFRONT  CONDOS. 
Perdido  Key,  Florida:  for  rent/sale: 
weekly  rental  only,  2  BR/2  bath,  sleeps 
8.  Boat  slip/pens  available.  Orange 
Beach,  Alabama:  April/May  specials,  2 
BR/2  bath,  sleeps  8,  3  night  minimum, 
(601)  849-2767. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Humble  Service 

John  13:1,  2-10*,  12-17 


By  Angie  Boydatun 


Humble  Service.  I  am  not 
sure  we  see  much  of  this  these 
days.  If  you  are  like  me,  a 
favorite  complaint  is  the  one 
about  there  being  no  customer 
service  anymore.  No  one  goes 
the  extra  mile.  No  one  seems  to 
care  about  others'  problems. 

We  are  a  people  who 
demand  service.  Being  served 
equals  success  to  some  of  us.  In 
fact,  the  standard  of  success 
might  be  measured  by  the 
amount  and  quality  of  service 
we  receive.  In  contrast,  how 
often  do  we  consider  what  we 
can  to  in  service  to  others? 

Sometimes  we  see  serving 
others  as  a  sign  of  weakness  or 
inferiority.  Maybe  we  even  see 
humility  in  service  as  a  lack  of 
drive  or  ability.  Jesus,  however, 


the 
le  ser 


set  a  very  different 
standard.  His  example 
and  thus  His  request  of 
us  is  that  we  numbly 
serve  others. 

John  13  gives  perhaps 
greatest  example  of  humble 
vice  ever.  In  the  upper  room 
during  the  last  supper,  Jesus 
performed  the  task  of  washing 
the  disciples'  feet.  What  a  con¬ 
trast  this  account  of  the  last  sup¬ 
per  is  to  Luke's  version  of  the 
events.  John  focuses  on  Jesus' 
humility  while  Luke  shows  the 
disciples  arguing  over  who 
among  them  was  the  greatest. 

Verse  1  of  John  13  indicates 
just  how  much  Jesus  loved  the 
men  who  were  with  Him  that 
night.  Though  He  knew  His 
time  was  coming  to  leave  them, 
the  scripture  says  He  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  show  them  the  ’full 


extent  of  His  love." 

It  would  have  been 
so  easy  for  Jesus  to 
focus  on  Himself  at  this 
time.  The  greatest  chal¬ 
lenge  ever  was  about 
to  begin  for  Him. 
Instead,  He  chose  to 
humble  Himself  as  a 
servant  to  others. 

We  should  be  so 
Boydstun  willing  to  put  others 
first.  However,  busy  lives  and  a 
self-centered  focus  prevent  our 
doing  so  most  of  the  time. 
Opportunities  arise  daily  for  us 
to  exercise  humility  and  con¬ 
cern  for  others.  How  often  do 
we  miss  the  chance  to  lift  some¬ 
one  up  by  considering  his 
needs  before  our  own? 

Foot  washing  was  a  necessi¬ 
ty  during  those  days.  The  dusty 
streets  left  sandal-clad  feet  in 
need  of  cleaning.  A  host  would 
be  proud  to  provide  a  servant 
to  perform  this  menial  task. 

As  lesus  was  washing  their 
feet,  the,  disciples  must  have 
felt  confusion,  amazement,  and 
unworthiness.  They  simply 
could  not  understand  His  pur¬ 


pose  in  this  act.  Peter  even 
questioned  the  shift  in  roles  in 
verse  6.  Why  would  the  Lord 
wash  the  feet  of  the  servants? 

Even  m  Jesus  led  him  to  see 
his  need  for  washing  in  verse  B, 
Peter  still  tried  to  dictate  how  it 
was  done,  in  his  typical  over  exu¬ 
berance,  he  asked  for  his  hands 
and  heed  to  be  washed  as  well. 

We  can  be  like  Peter  some¬ 
times,  missing  the  spiritual  les¬ 
son.  Just  as  Peter  did,  we  say  no 
to  something  God  has  for  us. 
Or,  we  try  to  second  guess  or 
tell  God  what  He  should  do  or 
how  He  should  do  it.  How  do 
we  willingly  submit  to  God's 
work  in  our  lives,  even  when 
we  may  not  understand  it? 

Jesus  asked  the  men  in  verse 
12  if  they  understood  his  object 
lesson.  As  their  ''Teacher"  and 
"Lord,”  He  was  on  a  higher 
level  than  they  were.  Therefore, 
He  was  offering  an  example  for 
them  to  follow  (verse  15). 

He  was  showing  them  much 
more  than  simple  service.  The 
significance  of  His  example  was 
a  picture  of  self-sacrifice.  Truly, 
the  meaning  of  this  act  involved 


all  of  His  life  and  the  death  and 
resurrection  about  to  take  place. 

Jesus'  words  in  verse  17 
lend  an  importance  to  follow¬ 
ing  this  example.  He  says  that 
one  is  "blessed"  to  practice 
such  humility.  True  blessing 
comes  from  practicing  humble 
service,  putting  others'  needs 
before  our  own. 

The  theme  for  these  next  few 
weeks  of  bibie  study  is  What 
Does  Jesus  Want  from  Us.  I  think 
it  is  worth  noticing  in  these  chap¬ 
ters  of  John  that  the  first  example 
is  one  of  servant  leadership. 

For  Him  to  offer  such  a  pro¬ 
found  example  has  to  mean  that 
He  wants  humility  and  service  to 
others  to  be  our  starting  point. 
The  thought  of  humble  service  to 
others  should  be  a  first  thought 
for  us  not  a  last.  Next  time  you 
feel  entitled  to  some  service,  let  it 
be  a  reminder  that  Jesus  offers  us 
a  blessing  if  we  follow  His  exam¬ 
ple  of  serving  others. 


Boydstun  is  Preschool  and 
Children  's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept..  MBCB,  and  a  member 
of  Pinelake  Church.  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Prepare  for  Suffering 

1  Peter  3:13-4:6 


By  Ivan  Parke _ 

In  the  study  course 
Empowered  Parenting,  Robert  J. 
Morgan  titled  chapterl2  "Painful 
Parenting:  When  Children  Break 
Your  Heart."  Similar  wording 
would  depict  accurately  this  life, 
"When  —  NOT  If  —  You  Suffer." 

Jesus  repeatedly  warned 
His  followers  to  expect  perse¬ 
cution:  "You  will  be  hated  by 
all  on  account  of  My  name  ' 
(Mt.  10:22a).  He  also  encour¬ 
aged  them,  "Blessed  are  you 
wnen  men  cast  insults  at  you, 
and  persecute  you,  and  say 
all  kinds  of  evil  against  you 
falsely,  on  account  of  Me. 
Rejoice,  and  be  glad,  for  your 
reward  in  heaven  is  great" 
(Mt.  5:ll-12a).  Peter,  like 
Jesus,  linked  the  verb 
"rejoice,"  adjective  "blessed," 
ana  topic  "unjust  suffering" 
(1:6-7;  5:14;  4:12-16). 

The  focal  passage,  3:13-4:6, 
features  three  statements  that 
have  perplexed  interpreters. 


[a]  "[Jesus]  went  and 
made  proclamation  to 
the  spirits  now  in 
prison"  (3:19) 

The  Apostles'  Creed 
reads,  "[Jesus]  descended  into 
hell;  the  third  day  He  arose 
again  from  the  dead."  Does  1 
Peter  3:18-20  refer  to  a  preaching 
"tour"  through  hell?  NO.  The 
Greek  verb,  translated  "went," 
does  not  mean  "to  descend." 

Verse  20  provides  more  in¬ 
sight,  answering  two  pressing 
questions:  [1]  Wno  are  "the  spir¬ 
its  now  in  prison"?  and  [2] 
When  did  Jesus  "make  procla¬ 
mation"  to  them?  The  "spirits" 
used  to  be  people,  living  before 
the  flood,  wnen  Noan  was 
building  the  ark.  Jesus 
"preached"  to  them  —  another 
rendering  of  the  verb  "proclaim" 
—  "when  they,  as  people,  were 
being  disobedient. '*  Tne  Greek 
verb,  translated  "be  disobedi¬ 
ent,"  is  a  participle  that  specifies 
the  circumstance  of  the  main 
verb  "make  proclamation"  (3:19). 


Verse  18  answers  a 
third  pressing  ques¬ 
tion:  How  did  jesus 

f> reach  to  people  that 
ived  before  the  flood? 
The  resurrection 
restored  ("made  alive 
in  the  spirit")  the 
glory  that  the  Son  of 
Goa  yielded  to 
become  human  (see 
Phil.  2:5^11).  Before  the 
incarnation,  the  Son  of  God  had 
existed  eternally.  "In  [that  form, 
as]  spirit,"  He  communicated 
through  Noah's  work  and 
words  (see  Heb.  11:7;  2  Pet.  2:5). 

[b]  "Baptism  now  saves 
you"  (3:21) 

In  3:20-21,  Peter  compared 
"baptism"  ("pledge  of  a  good 
conscience"  NIV)  to  the  "ark." 
God  had  used  the  ark  to  "save" 
Noah  and  his  family  (literal  res¬ 
cue)  from  a  watery  grave  (Gen. 
6:11-8:19).  Similarly  (symbolic), 
the  waters  of  baptism  save  us  "by 
the  resurrection  ’  (NIV).  The  ark 
would  have  been  a  floating  coffin 
without  God.  Baptism  would  be 
meaningless  ritual  without  the 
resurrection.  The  resurrected 
Jesus  saves  (literal  rescue). 

[c]  "For  the  gospel  has  for  this 
purpose  been  preached  even  to 
those  who  are  dead"  (4.-6) 


Parke 


Prior  to  4:6,  Peter  wrote, 
"[God]  who  is  ready  to  judge 
the  living  and  the  deacT" 
Context,  therefore,  favors  inter¬ 
preting  "those  who  are  dead" 
(4:6)  as  deceased  already  — 
physically,  NOT  spiritually 
In  4b/  Peter  emphasized  how 
long  the  gospel  had  been 
"preached."  Some  hearers  no 
longer  lived.  One  of  two  out¬ 
comes  awaits  anyone  who  hears 
the  gospel.  [1]  "might  be  judged" 
(NIV)  or  [2]  "mav  live  in  the  spir¬ 
it."  The  mood  of  both  verbs  "live" 
and  "judge,"  is  the  sqbjunctive, 
which  expresses  probability. 

1.  To  suffer  unjustly 
requires  living  righteously. 

Wickedness  provokes  suffer¬ 
ing,  a  certainty  that  righteous¬ 
ness  may  not  prevent  (3:13-14; 
4:4).  Sometimes,  God  ordains 
His  followers  to  endure  hard¬ 
ship  (3:17;  4:19). 

Peter  urged  his  readers  to  do 
what  was  right  before  any  suf¬ 
fering  occurred  (2:12,  20;  3:14, 
16-17;  4:19).  To  suffer  deserved¬ 
ly  impedes  the  work  of  the 
Church  (2:20;  3:17;  4:15).  To  suf¬ 
fer  innocently  impresses  the 
world  (2:12),  creating  an  audi¬ 
ence  for  the  Gospel. 

Anticipating  such  a  hearing, 
Peter  cnarged  his  readers. 


"Always  be  prepared  to  give  an 
answer  ...  to  give  the  reason  for 
the  hope  that  you  have"  (3:15 
NIV).  The  Greek  noun  apologia, 
translated  "answer"  (NIV),  also 
signifies  "defense,"  formal  (court¬ 
room)  or  casual  (impromptu). 

The  Apostle  discouraged 
aggressiveness:  [a]  wait  until 
someone  "asks"  and  fb]  answer 
with  "gentleness"  (respect  for 
people)  and  "fear"  (KJV  — 
respect  for  God). 

i.  To  suffer  unjustly  will 
never  be  fruitless. 

In  verses  18-22.  Peter  cited 
what  Jesus  accomplished  be¬ 
cause  He  had  suffered:  our  rec¬ 
onciliation  (v.  18),  His  resurrec¬ 
tion  (vv.  18,  21 ),  our  salvation  (v. 
21),  and  His  ascension  (v.  22). 
The  "therefore"  in  4:1  indicates 
a  correspondence  between  His 
experience  and  the  experience 
of  His  followers. 

When  Christians  suffer  unjust¬ 
ly,  godliness  is  a  result  (4:ltv3). 
Godliness  attracts  harassment 
(4:4).  Consequently,  Peter  exhort¬ 
ed,  "Arm  yourselves"  (4:1),  a  mil¬ 
itary  term  for  readiness. 


Parke  is  Associate  Professor. 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy.  MC.  and  a  mentbir  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church.  Clinton. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
ana  phe 


photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
submitted  for  publi 


News 


lication  in  The 


Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1  -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standard! 
torrns  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing  no  arti 


r,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 

All  aiti- 
» articles 

will  be  accepted  over  the  l 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
Niolandscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photogrrohs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord#mbcb.org. 
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A  Jetty  Fry 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
<601)922-2242 
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Nearly  40  Mississippi  College  students  volunteered  at  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  through  the  Mississippi  College 
Community  Service  tenter  directed  by  Ms.  Shari  Barnes.  The  students  continued  the  renovation  work  being  done  in 
Memorial  Cottage  and  put  a  fresh  coat  of  paint  on  the  bedroom  walls  at  Mize-Miller  Cottage. 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Match  2£»  April  8  ^ 


Honors 


Wings  0 1  Faith  SSC,  FcRmnhip 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ros  D.  Hendricks 
Mr.  hddk  Boyd 

Or.  l.inud  D.  Jayroe 

vpnak  R  Linda  Brock 

Glenda  &  Jerry  Fry 

Or.  Unuel  D  Jayroe 

M.JMiOW 

Or.  I  Tl  D  Jayroe 

Bav.R  Ifcr  Charles  Cln 

Mr.  A  bbs  Tom  Coward  Jr 


M  Davis 


Mn  Alfalene  J  Vardaman 

Mhaa  V.  Tlngk 

Mn  Alfalene  J  Vardaman 


Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 


Ms  Ruby  Bard  well 

■MA  Jady  White 

Glenda  R  Jerry  Fry 


I  Srevemon 


Mt.  Arm  S.  Danna 


Johnny  Ginn  Family/ 
Brenda  Robertson 

Martin  0.  Blanton 

Ms  Ethclecn  J.  Blanton 


Ms  Ann  S  Danna 


Ruth  SSC.  Mt  Pleasant  BC 
Bogue  Chitto 
Gary  E.  Boyd 

SR.  A  Mrs.  Bamey  J  Mhntum 
Mrs.  Chartetle  Broome 

Dr.  a  Mn.  Carl  S  Bo/e  man 
Women's  Bible  Class. 
FBC-Hazlehurst 


Mr.  Ellti  O.  Cummins 
Eunice  SSC.  Yale  St  BC 


Mt.  Birtie  M.  Kennedy 
DavME.CiwBbaB.Jr. 

Mr  a  Mrs  W  Wayne  Wood 
Siloam  Baptist  Church 


Lakeside  Baptist  Church 

Mn.  George  Cautben 

Ms  Betty  K  Ellis 

Mn.  Carrie  CaWa 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Johnny  l  oggia 

Mr  a  Mrs  Jack  Churvhwell 
Batty  Ana  Catvia 

Glenn  A  Janet  Doty 
Mn.  Eltaabath  Ann  Calvin 
Mr.  Billy  Mack  McEachem 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 

Ms.  Carolyn  J.  Cox 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Garrett 
Zachary  Cos 

Mr.  A  Mn  Stuart  Allen 


Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 

Memobials 


Mn  Sue  Barred  A  Bill 
Bill  a  Doreen  Moore 
Dr  Clinton  E  Wallace 


Mr.  a  Mn.  Jim  Bums 

George  A.  Lee 

■  Daw 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Jimmy 
I.  noiiingswonn 


Mn.  Joyce  C.  Allen 
Mr.  Opts  EBB,  Jr. 

Dr.  Unuel  D  Jayroe 
Janma  Curtis  Evans 

Ms.  Ovene  K.  Grimm 
Hodnett.  Dewitt  A  Barbara 
James  McCoy 
Jewel  McCoy 
Thomas  McCoy 
Mn.  Uaa  Brawncbi  Fay 
Ms  Ruth  V  Whitt 
Mr.  Edgar  J.  Fryers 

Mr  A  Mn.  Tom  Pettey 
Mr  A  Mrs  Danny  Jewell 
Mn  Lee  Audis  Jayroc 
Randk  E.  Farr 

Ms  Margaiet  Lynk 
Mr  Floyd  Lynk 
Donny  A  Roy  Schilling 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  Morrow 
Morris  Godin,  Jr. 

EJoue  SSC.  FBC-McComb 
Ana  S.  Glhaaa 

Mn.  Irene  V  Thompson 
Alvin  Gray 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 

NuflGroer 

John  A  Cheryl  Edwards 

Laara  Grice 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  J  Albritton 
SMrtry  Grkham 

Mr  A  Mn.  Rodney  Bevill 
G.W.Haddnx 

Ray  A  Jcnsie  Knight 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  fmx 


Golden  Circle  Class. 

FBC  Jackson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  C  Gene  Cryder 
Mr  a  Mn  Paul  N  Nielsen  Jr 


Mn.  EMan  Clyde 

Dr  Linuel  D. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  Churchwcll 


Mr.  A  Mrs  1-arry  Benwvi 


Mn.  Era  C.  Pciers 

Mickey  Porter 

The  Tyrves  Family 
James  Randall 

Mr  A  Mrs  Barney  J  Albritton 
Mn.  Omie  Riles 

Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Frank  Riley 

Mrs  Cindy  W  Courtney 
A  Dora 
Jay  Riley 

Tim  A  Charlene  Buckley 

Premia  Roy 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Woodrow  Russell 

Mrs  Ida  Mae  Bridges 
Mn.  Bocky  Rutland 

Ms.  Mary  Lynn  Kervin 
Mrs  Ethel  B  Bourne 
Traci  Saaaer 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Bamey  J  Albntum 
Jimmy  Saveli 

Gay  A  Judy  Stewart 
Rev.  George  Schade 

Mr  Tommy  Davidaon 
Mrs  Mary  J  Henderson 
Mn.  Betty  Jones 
Mn.  Jean  Wisnoski 


Mr.  A  Mn  Dale  Walley 


Mr.  Charles  W  Holmes 


Oraeber  Brothers  Inc. 
Mn.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mn.  Dave  Sinclair 

Mr  a  Mn  Richard  C 
Van  Norman 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  M  Davis 
Mn.  Linda  Spcad 

Mary  Lynn  A  The  Kervm  Kids 
Mrs  Ethel  B.  Bourne 

Mn.  Jarvis  Love  Standlfer 
Mr.  A  Mn  William  A 
Switzer  A  Paula 
Melvin  A  Mary  Nall  SUrrrtt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  S  Allred 
Mn.  WUUs  (Janice)  Swain 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Maurice  Hill 


Mrs.  Sibyl  B  Bowles 
Mr  A  Mn.  Gene  D.  Saucier 

Hugh  Taylor 

Mrs  Myrl  McCormick 

Chris  Turner 

Amye.  Gary  A  Amanda  Wiggs 

Rufus  Vanderford 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 

(trace  Vaughn 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Glenn  A  Miles 

Dorothy  Wrtborn 

Legislative  Peer  Committee 

Mn.  Margaret  Wester 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Moran  M  Pope  Jr 
Jimmy  Tucker  White 

Jean  Woodruff's  SSC. 
FBC-Louisvillc 
Imtnie  White 

Ms.  Joyce  H.  Beasley 
Ralph  W  hite 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 

JtyWhT 

fP  ive  Health  Associates. 

Mr.  Ed  Willis 

Dr.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mn.  Audrey  Wanda 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 

IHa^maiw 

hums 

Bessie  A  Pete  Saway 
M,TTpi««am  HHl  iJ-T  irthage 


Mrs  Tens  Haskins 


Mrs  Tens  Haskins 
Mr.  Calvin  Haihora 
Mr  A  Mrs  William 
E  Hathorn 
Mn.  Sne  Hawkins 

Dr  Linuel  Jayroc  s  SSC. 
Morrison  Hgts  BC 
Dr  Linuel  D.  Jayroc 
Dr  A  Mrs  George  D  Allard 
Mn  Baa  HUI 

Van  Vlect  Baptist  Church 


Mr  A  Mrs  Jimmy 
T  Hollingsworth 

■  •SI _ L  _.L  - 

NUaDnn  nonowi) 

Ms  Dorothy  S  Welsh 

Mrs.  Joy  Holmes 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Cntg  Haskins 

Mn.  Roaawary  Jaai  Boyd  Ho 

Mrs  lee  Audis  Jayroe 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Donny  Jewell 
N  Miss  Medical  Center- 
West  Point 

Mark  KalpHora 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Brannon 

hi-.  a»  -  - » «i - « 

IvIlBi  ■> »C1J la  nvwBl  u 


Bass  Moody  SSC. 
rtarville 


Mitchell 


Joni  Craig 
Amy  A  Gregg  Mis 
Krista  Revelle 

Jahn  E.  Hyaawan 

Richie  A  Frances  I) 

Mrs  Tern  Haskins 


Mn.  George  S. 

(Virginia)  Jana* 

Mr  Mark  Scobey 
Mn.  Louise  Kennedy 

T  E  L  SSC.  PBC-Magee 
Mrs.  Joyce  C.  Allen 
Mn.  Rena  Kirfcaey 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Matthew  levNe  K Bight 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  H  Ott 
Marian  Knapp 

Ms.  Martha  M  Putnam 
Dr.  k remit  D.  1-aird 
Alicia.  Eli/abeth 
A  George  Goodnile 
Mr.  Joe  leak.  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Roy  Hill 
Mn.  Joyce  Makaniaoo 
Mr  W  G  Mi/e  Jr 
Mr.  Jim  Maloney 

Joe  Uivclady's  SSC. 

N  Oxford  BC 
Mr.  James  Matthews 

Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 
H.  L.  "Buddy"  MayflaM 
Mrs  H  I.  Mayfield  Jr 


David  A  Johnnie  Oswald 

Terry  McFarland 

Mr  A  Mrs.  I  W.  Kilgore 
Edna  Rath  Mcl  — r 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Banes  J  Albritton 
Mr.  Ricky  McMahan 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Mn.  Lee  Audit  Jayroe 
Mr  A  Mn.  Danny  Jewell 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Bwney  J.  Albrinon 


?•  Moy«r 
Mr  AM 


Mrs  Reeve  G.  Jacobus 


Mr  A  Mn  Baney  J  Attrition 


|i  s  i  For  Fiii  Ri  c  oun 


1.  Bible  Drillers,  Coldwater  Church,  Philadelphia 


2.  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church,  Hele«ia 


N 


3.  Flag  Presentation,  Cairo  Church,  Ecru 


1.  Coldwater  Church,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Buddies  and  Bible 
drillers  who  participated  in 
the  church  drill  Mar.  25. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

2.  First  Church,  Helena,  held 
its  children's  and  vouth 
Bible  drills  Mar.  18.  Snown 
are  Caryn  McWilliams,  D.J. 
Tragell,  Nicole  Mercer,  Clint 
Lewis,  Steven  Gentry,  Sandy 
Walley,  Devin  Anderson, 
Jessica  Anderson,  Patrick 
Lewis,  and  Dixie  Anderson. 

3.  Cairo  Church,  Ecru,  had  a 
flag  presentation  Mar.  11. 
Jimmy  Hamblin  presented 
the  flag,  which  was  accepted 
bv  William  Dowdy  and 
Keith  Nance.  Shown,  left  to 
right,  are  David  Morgan, 
Nance,  granddaughter 
Heidi  and  Hamblin. 

4.  The  Women  on  Mission  of 
Gillsburg  Church,  Gills¬ 
burg,  honored  the  children 
with  stories  told  by  Mattie 
Rials.  Clowns  entertained 
and  refreshments  were 
served.  Some  40  children 
participated.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 
Victor  Walsh,  pastor. 

5.  The  Blessings  of  Christmas, 
a  queen-sized  quilt  featur¬ 
ing  handprints  of  32  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren  of 
Sulphur  Springs  Church, 
Conehatta,  was  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder  during  a 
silent  auction.  The  children 
were  able  to  contribute  an 
additional  $601.95  to  the 
church's  annual  Lottie 
Moon  offering.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  children. 

6.  Bethesda  Church,  Fayette, 

ordained  Ray  Smith  as  dea¬ 
con  Mar.  2$.  Shown  are 
Bonnie  Maher,  Smith,  and 
pastor  Carl  Mason. 

7.  Several  members  of  First 
Church,  Byram's,  wMu 
made  fleece  blankets  for 
the  Pregnancy  Crisis 
Center.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  participants. 

8.  West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel, 

recently  ordained  Jose' 
Rodriguez  to  the  ministry 
Shown  jk  pastor  Jeff  Taylor, 
Karli  Rodriguez,  Rodnguez, 
and  Elena  Rodriguez. 

9.  Dublin  Church,  Carson, 

ordained  Robert  Harper 
Feb.  18. 

10.  First  Church,  Morton,  rec¬ 
ognizes  its  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  Bible  drillers:  A.  J. 
Reeves,  Austin  Maunev, 
Kara  Beth  Johnson,  Emify 
Marler,  Allison  Reeves,  and 
Harlan  Maunev. 
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6.  Deacon  Ordination,  Bethesda  Church,  Fayette 


7.  wMu,  First  Church,  Byram 


4.  Women  on  Mission,  Gillsburg  Church,  Gillsburg 


8.  Rodriquez  ordained,  West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel 
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tor  Sanctity  of  Human  Life 
month.  Shown  are  the  cross¬ 
es  and  pastor  Danny  Balint. 

12.  First  Church,  Ripley,  rec¬ 


ognized  Phil  Morton  for 
his  faithful  devotion  to 
Upward  Basketball,  never 
having  missed  an 
Upward  game  in  seven 
years  as  greeter.  Shown 
are  pastor  Rex  Yancey, 
Morton,  and  Upward 
Director  Matt  Childs. 


13.  The  Women  on  Mission, 
Palti  Church,  Jeff  Davis 
Association,  recently  sold 
church  cookbooks,  with  the 
proceeds  going  toward 
WOM  mission  efforts. 
$1000  was  sent  to  wMu 
Pure  Water;  Pure  Love  for 
water  purification  systems 
in  areas  where  safe  water  is 
not  available.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 

14.  Holcomb  Church,  Hol¬ 
comb,  licensed  Bobby 
Rikard  to  the  gospel  ministry 
Mar.  18.  Shown  are  Rikard 
and  pastor  Bob  Johnson. 

15.  The  youth  of 


15.  toudi  THp,  New  Henleyfiekl  Church,  Caniere 


New 
Church, 
Carriere,  went  to 
Mandeville,  La.,  to  see  David 
Phelps  in  concert.  Shown  are 
the  youth  and  Phelps. 

16.  First  Church,  Flora,  hosted 
an  RA  Pine  Wood  Derby 
Apr.  1,  with  approximately 
20  boys  participating.  The 
event  serves  as  a  funa-rais- 
er  to  sponsor  mission  work 
during  the  year.  Winners 
were,Tront  from  left,  Hays 
Rogers,  second  place  Lads 
Class;  Houston  Wooten, 
Best  of  Show;  Blake 
Braswell,  third  place  Lads 
Class;  back.  Hunter  Grewe, 
second  place  Crusaders 
Class;  Swayze  Bozeman, 
first  place  Lads  Class;  Trey 
Bozeman,  overall  winner; 
Cooper  Hillman,  third 
place  Crusaders;  and  Chip 
Goza,  first  place  Crusaders. 

17.  RAs  from  Corinth  Church, 


16.  RA  Pine  Wood  Derby,  First  Church,  Flora 


assistance.  The  boys  made 
the  presentation  Mar.  11. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

18.  New  Heights  Church, 
Summit,  recently  ordained 
Jerry  Causey  to  the  ministry. 
Causey  is  serving  as  minister 
of  education  at  New  Heights. 
Shown  are  pastor  Kick 
Kennedy,  left,  and  Causey. 

19.  Calvary  Church,  Oxford, 
recently  ordained  Mike 
Popemik,  Roger  Miller;  and 
Charles  Brewer  as  deacons. 


18.  Causey  ordained  to  ministry,  New  Heights  Church,  Summit 
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